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H AVING been preſent at the Debate an the laſt 
Seſſion of Parliament, when Mr. Hippiſley introduced 
his motions in ſupport of the juſt claums of the military | 
ſervice of the Eaſt-India Company, I think it but an 
act of juſtice to Mr. Hippiſley, as well as a duty to the 
corps of which J have the honour to be a member, to 
avail myſelf of the opportunity afforded by the firſt 
ſhips of the ſeaſon, to circulate among my brother 
Officers this very flattering, but juſt teſtimony to n 


. 


merits and ſervices. 


I have extracted the debate from the moſt authentic 
publication of the Proceedings of Parliament, and have 
the gratification alſo of being enabled to ſubjoin Copies 
of ſome intereſting Correſpondence on the ſame ſubject, | 
together with Extracts from the laſt General Letters of . 
the Honourable the Court of Directors to their Go- 
vernments in India. 


WILLIAM DAVISON, 


- London, | Lieutenant, Madras Eſtabliſhment, 
Dec. 4, 1791. ED 
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PROCEEDINGS 1 PARLIAMENT, 


CORRESPONDENCE, 
* &c. &c. 
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"Hog of Commans, 25 Mays xows« 1 


Tr a the courſe of the debate on the bill for granting 
extraordinary powers to Earl Cornwallis, General 
Smith made ſome obſervations on the hardſhip to 
which the officers in the Eaſt-India Company were 
| expoſed, who had been abſent from India for a greater 
term than five years, and propoſed a clauſe for repeal- 


ing that part of the act reſpecting the limitation to their 
return. | 


General Smith, on TOY informed that it would 
come forward with more propriety as a ſeparate mo- 
— when the ſubject of Lord Cornwallis's bill was 
diſpoſed of, withdrew his clauſe, pledging himſelf to 
renew the ſubject on a "WE TOs 


The ae having reſumed the chair, 


Mr. HIPPISLEY obſerved, that what had fallen 
from an honourable General, in ſtating certain «lifficul- 
tics under which the . s Officers laboured, in a 


Wan 


1 0 ) 
As BY inſtance, would, he n himſelf, be a 
N ſuſñcient apology for his treſpaſſing ſhortly on the pa- 
1 dieence of the Houſe, and offering to their conſideration. 
| 2 grievance of the greateſt magnitude, and the more ſe- 
vere, as they were allotted to. bear it at the ſame inſtant 
mat the King's military in the ſame garriſons, and on 
the fame duty, were exempted from it. That it muſt 
be in the recollection of many Members of the Houſe, 
and of every one who had read the hiſtory of the laſt 
Var, that the Company's military were ſuffering under 
an arrear of fifteen, eighteen, and even twenty months, 
when his Majelty's troops were paid their ſubſiſtence 
regularly two months in advance. That this was not 
the only hardſhip attached to their contraſted ſituation ; 
the King' s troops were paid in gold, purchaſed at a 
premium, and conſequently at a loſs to the Company, 
whilſt the Company's troops in the ſouthern diſtricts 
were paid their pittance in a debaſed currency, on 
which almoſt an immediate loſs was often experienced 
| of ten to fifteen per cent. The ill conſequences of 
theſe heavy arrears appeared in ſeveral mutinies among 
+: the ſepoys, which, indeed, were ſoon checked, by the 
wmeritorious and exemplary conduct of their officers 5 
but which {till had left a very ſerious impreſſion, and 
we might not be always equally ſucceſsful in ſuppreſſing 
the alarming conſequences of diſſentions ſo juſtifiably 
14 founded. Mr. Hippiſley here obſerved, that General 
Meadows had himſelf acknowledged, that a heavy 
arrear was accruing, more than twelve months ſince; 
that he could not, therefore, but anticipate alarming 
conſequences, if ſuch odious diſtinctions ſtill were to 
obtain between the King's and Company's military, 
whoſe" merits and ſervices were equal. He therefore 
8 to —_— 85 ee e in hope that 
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= 1 executive power would follow them up with the beſt 


and ſpeptieſt means of remedying the evil: 


44 That the payments to his Majeſty's troops, ſerv- 
« ing in India, and thoſe of the Eaſt-India Company, 
«© ought to be kept as equal as poſſible, and that no 
«- diſtinction ſhould be made in the denomination of 
tc currency. in which ſuch payments are ifſued to the 
6 1 5 ſerving in the ſame e or dittricts. A 


or That it is the ads of thoſe intruſted with the di- 


_« re&ion or control of the affairs of the Eaſt-India 
0 Company, to ſend out ſuch orders to their Govern-' 


& ments as may moſt effectually fecure the obſervance 
* Bak a ARE: fo W- to preſerve harmony i in 


| 


Mr. c Pi TT une that 1 che 
motion was taken into confideration, the facts on 
n it Was founded muſt be eſtabliſhed. 2 


Mr: HIPPISLEY replied, that be would pledge 


_ » himſelf to prove the facts to the Houſe, by incontrover- 


tible documents ; and if he now withdrew his motions, 


he fhould preſs for another day to bring them forward with 


his proofs; this, he ſaid, he owed to the ſervice with 
which he had, for NN years, the m; to 5 nearly 


125 connedted. | 


| Mort ions WY thdrawn. 


voy 


Houſe of Gln; 6 June, 179 


M. HIPPISLEY roſe to make his promiſed mo- 
tion, which he had withdrawn on a former day, re- 
ſpecting the pay of the troops in India, which, he ob- 
ſerved, in its conſequences, was a ſubject of as much 
importance as had been brought before the Houſe this 

. ſeſſion. His object, he ſaid, was, to vindicate the juſt. 
claims, and to offer ſome future ſecurity to a valuable 
deſcription of men, who had fought patiently and 
bravely under accumulated difficulties, and whoſe un- 
- eprecedented ſufferings could be equalled only by the 
willing ſpirit, the fortitude, and perſeverance, which 
enabled them to a& under them. That on the fidelity 
and attachment of this deſcription of men depended the 
exiſtence of the Britiſh empire in India! Mr. Hip- 
piſley obſerved, that when he ſtated the grounds of his 
preſent motion in a former debate, a right honourable | 
gentleman (Mr. Pitt) thought it neceſſary that vouchers 
ſhould be brought to the ſeveral facts, before it could be 
entertained by the Houſe : that in conſequence Mr. 
Hippiſley had written to ſome Officers of rank, both in 
his Majeſty's and the Company's ſervice, and alſo to 
the Paymaſter of the Southern army, in the laſt war, 


whoſe replies he had cauſed to be printed and circulated 5 


among the Members of the Houſe. Mr. Hippiſley had 
alſo moved for the production of a letter from the India 
Houſe, of Colonel Fullarton, Commander in Chief of 

the Southern army, to the Government of Madras; 


Which letter was on the table, from which Mr. Hip- 


piſley read ſome extracts, ftating, that the large arrears 

due to the troops, and other grievances, rendered it al- 

molt impracticable for officers to maintain diſcipline in 
| | Re. 


( #')/ 


their corps, happy if they could prevent mutiny among 
men, who, brave and faithful as they undoubtedly were, 
could hardly be reſtrained from clamour, when reduced 
to procure ſubſiſtence, even by ſelling their, own chil. 
dren! Theſe facts, Mr. Hippiſley obſerved, had fallen 
within his own knowledge, as well as Colonel Fullar- 
| ton's ; and he ſubmitted to the feelings of the Houſe, 
what heart-rending diſtreſs that muſt be, when con- 
flicting with the extreme attachment every native of 
the Eaſt is known to cheriſh for his family ! Mr. Hip-' 
pilley then particularly ſtated many ſtrong teſtimonies 
to the merits and ſervices of the officers of the Ealt- 
India Company, whoſe diſtrefſes had been little ſhort 
of what had been endured by the native troops ; that 
they were habituated, as Colonel Fullarton had ſaga- 
_ ciouſly obſerved, to act in emergencies wich a facility 
that few ſubordinate officers in Europe ever had af 
proſpect of acquiring; that their zeal, knowledge, 
and ability, was ſtrongly exemplified during the laſt 
war; that their humanity had not been leſs conſpicuous 
than their judgement and diſcretion,” in ſoothing the 
ſufferings of their ſoldiers, relieving their wants, and re- 
ſtraining, as far as poſſible, the well-grounded'clamours 
of men, whom the public exigences had left in the ex- 
tremity of diſtreſs. That the Public ſhould ever be 
watchful and liberal to confirm the attachment of the 
ſepoys; that by their good conduct, their ſettlements 
had hitherto been preſerved; and to them muſt we look 
for after ſtability; let them receive che common juſtice 
due to every ſoldier; let them be regularly paid, and 
enabled to ſubſiſt their families. Mr. Hippiſley then 
Ptoceeded to ſtate the diſtinction which obtained, laſt 
war, in the Southern provinces, in the mode of paying 
9 * s and 3 s troops, whoſe mefits were 


*  confeſſedly d 
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_ confeſſedly equal, but whoſe treatment, with reſpeR te to 
the payment, had been widely and painfully unequal. 
The King's troops, in the garriſons and field, he could 
ſtate from his own knowledge, (and as he had noticed 
to the Houſe on a former day,) were always paid their 
ſubſiſtence two months in advance, and in gold, pur- 
chaſed generally at a premium for that expreſs purpoſe, 
while the Company's troops, on the ſame duty, and in 
the ſame garriſons, received their pay in the debaſed 
currency of the provinces, on which they ſuffered loſs, 
often of 10 or 15 per cent. That while the King's 
troops were in their ſubſiſtence two months in advance, 
the native troops were from ten to twenty months in 
arrear. That Colonel Fullarton had, in ſome inſtances, 
taken on himſelf to regulate the exchange in favour of 
the troops; but this was rare, and at his own riſque, 
being authoriſed only by his humanity. That the ſepoys 
were generally burdened with, large families, from the 
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= a cuſtom of early marriages; their ſituation, therefore, 
* Vas the more diſtreſsful. Mr. Hippiſley then ſtated the 
1 mode of liquidating the arrears of the army by paper; 
Le on which the troops ſuſtained a loſs from 40 to 50 per 
'Y cent., as the certificated paper could only be exchanged 
for bonds, when audited, which bore nearly as high a 
diſcount at Madras; and that at Bombay the Com- 
pany's bonds were to be purchaſed, at the ſame period, 
at 65 or 70 per cent. diſcount. Mr, Hippiſley obſerved, 
that he was very ſorry he did not ſee an honourable 
Member preſent, (Major Maitland) who had promiſed 
him, whenever he ſhould bring forward this motion, 
that he would do juſtice to it; and would ſay, in his 
place, that from his own experience he could vouch, 
that, during the late war, many of the Company's offi- 
. 0078 Wn driven to the ſad n of eyen aſking a 
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dinner from the King's officers, with whom they were 
goth. though on ſo unequal terms in point of pay - 
Mr. Hippiſley paid a very liberal compliment 
to peers Burke, the King's Paymaſter General in India, 
who had often been placed in ſituations of great diffi- 
culty, which called for the exertion of all his judgement 
and accommodation, as well as the exerciſe of his per- 
ſonal credit, in keeping up the payments to his Ma- 
jeſty's troops. Mr. Hippiſley then adverted to a va- 


riety of other proofs in his hand, and to the letters of 


Colonel Fullarton, Sir Henry Coſby, and Mr. Digby, 
which he had printed, and delivered in circulation to 
the Members, * _— to A BS e ds 
reform.” DT 8 


Mr. Hippiltey then moved the following reſolutions: 


2 That it appears to this Hoats, that the pay- 
* ments to his Majeſty's troops ſerving in India, and 
« thoſe of the Eaſt- India Company, ought to be kept 


as equal as poſſible; and that the reſpective payments 
4 ſhould be ſo ordered, that the troops of the Eaſt- 


« India Company ſhould not be expoſed to any delay 
40 or loſs, by exchange, or otherwiſe, from which his 


* Majeſty's troops ſerving in the ſame garriſons or | 
10 diſtricts, may be . 0 


2. 6 That if any a arrears to the troops ſhould, ins 


4 the preſent war in India, be unavoidably incurred, 


« the liquidation of ſuch arrears ſhould take place of all 
<< other diſburſements, and in ſuch manner as to ſecure 


© the troops from any eventual loſs whatever.” 


22 3. * That 


( 12 ) 


3. That i. it is the duty of thoſe entruſted with the 
72 ; digettion and control of the affairs of the Eaſt-India 
« Company, to concert ſuch meaſures with his Ma- 
40 jeſty's Secretary at War and Paymaſter General, as 
10 may moſt effectually ſecure the obſervance of a re- 


e gulation ſo neceſſary to preferye harmony in the ſer- 
cc vice.” | ; | 


General SMITH roſe to ſecond the motion. He 
_ complained of the hardſhips which were ſuffered by the 

ſepoys, from the manner in which they received their 
pay. It might be wondered, he ſaid, how they could 
at all contrive to ſubſiſt with ſuch large arrears due to 
them as had been ſtated by his honourable friend : but 
they had an allowance of a certain quantity of rice, 


| Vet notwithſtanding, ſuch was the extremity to which 


they were reduced, that they would offer to the Pay- 
matter for one guinea, what to them was worth ſeyen or 
eight pounds, and, as had been obſerved, would even 
have recourſe for a ſubſiſtence to the ſhocking expedi- 
ent of ſelling their own children. The General went 
over much of the grounds, before ſtated, in ſupport of 
Mr. Hippiſley's motions. He, in particular, ſtated the 
caſe of ſix regiments of native cavalry laſt war, whoſe 
pay had been ſuffered to run ſeveral months in arrear ; 
- theſe regiments were up the country many miles from 
the main army, when they mutinied, and confined their 
officers ; the conſequence was, the army was obliged to 
march the ſix regiments, in order to reſtore diſcipline, 
and ſet the officers at liberty. When they came up 
with them, they demanded inſtant and unconditional 
ſubmiſſion from the {ix regiments, and he was ſorry to 
ſay, that two of the moſt forward of thoſe concerned in 
the mutiny were blown from the mouth of a gun. 


— 


6 1@ ) 
| The General commented on this fact, and obſerved, 


that it was uſual to pay the ſepoys in bills, and that they 


frequently ſold a bill of eight or ten -pounds, for two 
guineas, two guineas and a half, or three guineas, and 
that there was notice given them, in common, that at a 
public office in Madras, they might have this bills diſ- 
counted, | 


Mr, DUNDAS acknowledged, that the evils which 


were now complained of, had exiſted ten years ago 


but, he ſaid, he had no reaſon to believe that they would 


ever return. Diſputes, indeed, ſometimes happened 


between his Majeſty's and the Company's troops, rela- 
tive to the inequality of their ſituation, chiefly in re- 


fpe& of rank. But he could not but object to a motion 


which had been brought forward, unſupported by any 
ne facts, while he gave all credit to the generous and 
humane intentions of the honourable mover. At the 
ſame time he ſuggeſted, that if any evil could be proved 
to exiſt, application was open to him in his official ca- 
pacity, and the means of redreſs would ſpeedily be 


Mr. HIPPISLEY, in reply to Mr. Dundas, ob- 
ſerved, that his object in bringing forward thoſe mo- 
tions was by no means to embarraſs the executive Go- 
vernment in India, but that he was wholly actuated by a 
ſentiment of duty towards a ſervice of which he had 


been a Member, and from a commiſeration of the 


hardſhips which he had himſelf witneſſed. He could 
by no means, he ſaid, agree with the right honourable 
gentleman (Mr. Dundas) that there was no probability 
of the future exiſtence of the evils. They had exiſted 

in the late war, principally from the want of reſources, 


* 


i 


(14) 

and a miſapplication of the Bengal ſupplies at the con- 
cluſion of the war. In March (laſt year) General Mea- 
dows writes that “ a long arrear' was then due.” What 
might it be now, aſked Mr. Hippiſley, and what proba- 
bly in future? Mr. Hippiſley ſaid, that if the right ho- 
nourable gentleman would give him aſſurances in his 
place, that orders ſhould be ſent out equivalent to the 
proviſion of his motions, he ſhould be well ſatisfied to 
reſt on the word of the right honourable gentleman ſo - 

pledged, as he could have no obje& but the good of the 
ſervice. Mr. Hippiſley concluded with obſerving, that 
as our army was at preſent infinitely greater than dur- 
ing the laſt war, and our reſources leſs, of courſe, the 
probability of the ſame, or greater embarraſſments oc- 
curring, was but too evident, if the war was long pro- 
tracted ; and the Company's troops ſhould not be ex- 


. to ſuch a ee. 


Major SCOTT ſaid, that being appealed to by the 
right honourable gentleman (Mr. Dundas) he roſe with 
great pleaſure to aſſure the Houſe, that on ſettling the 
arrangement of rank between his His Majeſty's and the 
Company's officers, when he had the honour to be one 
of the Committee who attended the right honourable 
gentlemen, he found him to be moſt completely diſpoſed 
to do every thing in his power to remove every juſt 
cauſe of complaint ; and from what he then ſaw of that 
right honourable gentleman's free and candid dealings 
in that inſtance, he ſhould reſt fully ſatisfied with a de- 
claration from him, that he would take effectual means 
to remove that very ſerious grievance which prevailed 
in the laſt war, owing to a very invidious diſtinction in 
the mode of iſſuing the pay to the King's and the Com- 
pany's forces. The Major ſaid the Company's army 


. 
had great obligations to the honourable gentleman (Mr. 
Hippiſley) for the mode in which he had brought th 
preſent motion forward to the notice of the Houſe. 
Though not a very old Member, the Major faid, he 
was {till old enough to recollect, that the exiſtence of 
thoſe diſtreſſes which had been fo ably ſtated by the ho- 
nourably mover, and ſo ably ſeconded by the honour- 
able General, had been ſtrongly diſputed in that Houſe; 
but as the fact ſeemed now to be univerſally admitted, 
he ſhould ſay no more of 3 it at the preſent moment. * 8 


; — P 2 


As Mr. 10 then e dd from Mr. Dundas 
that orders ſhould be ſent out to the deſired effect, / 
he declined dividing the Houſe on his motions, and the 
order of the day W called, 3 an end to the * 
1 18 1 
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COPY of @ Letter from Colmel FULLARTON, ll 


 Cummander in Chief of the , drny in India. 


ny 5 5 Landon, May n . 


1 Have Tu 8 ** * letter « on the ſobject | 


of the hardſhips ſuſtained by the officers and men of the 
| ſepoy battalions on the coaſt of Coromandel, in conſe- 


quence of the inadequate and partial payments made to 
them in times of public emergency. You, who have been 
ſo long and ſo.intimately acquainted with my ſentiments, 
on all matters connected with military ſervice in India, 


cannot fail to know that I have always conſidered the 


o s troops as one of the moſt 
alarming grounds of diſcontent that has ever een in 
any b ee 


That the King's troops employed in India ſhould be 


regularly paid, is no more than a matter of juſtice, the 


breach of which might prove inconſiſtent with public 
ſafety ; but ſurely, every man who takes an intereſt in 
the preſervation of the Company's territorial poſſeſſions, 
muſt feel that the fair and equal payment of the native 
corps is not leſs material to the national welfare. On 
this principle, I confeſs, it appears to me, that nothing 
ſhort of bankruptcy can juſtify the irregular 3 of 


. oy. employed on ſervice. 


Allow me hank to is; that an additional grieve 


- ance ariſes from the ſcarcity of pagodas in the ſouthern 
+ provinces, and the uncertain rate of exchange which 
lakes place between — and fanams, as well a 


from 


4 
from the iſſuing of the coin of one province in another, 
where it ſuffers great depreciation. You, Sir, are fully 
| acquainted with the detail of thoſe evils, and are well 
qualified to point out the adequate remedy. 


You, no doubt, recollect the extreme embarraſſments 
- occaſioned to the ſouthern army by the neceſſity of pay- 
ing the King's Troops in gold, while the native batta- 
lions were twelve and fifteen months in arrear, and fre- 
- . quently received no other means of ſubſiſting their fami- 
lies than occaſional advances of grain, or of coin not 
current, without 10 or 15 per cent. loſs, in the place 
where it was iſſued, Should you wiſh for any farther 
information on this ſubject, I beg leave to refer you to 
the general orders of the ſouthern army, dated Dindi- 
gal, 21ſt April, 1784, appointing a Committee of In- 
quiry into the loſſes ſuſtained by the native corps in con- 
ſequence of ſuch unequal payments. This circum- 
ſtance induced me, as you mult recollect, to take upon 
myſelf, in that inſtance, the reſponſibility of ordering 
the loſs to be charged to the 2 and not to the 
e | 


The Adina which 1 had occafion to expreſs on 
this ſubjeR, in my addreſs to the Government of Fort 
St. George, ſtating that the preſervation of India de- 
pended on the attachment of our native corps, are ſuf- 
ficient to call forth my warmeſt wiſhes for the ſucceſs of 


eee endeavours in ſo good a cauſe. 
1 have the honour to be, &c. 
Ws. FULLARTON: . 


. EW. * 
3 
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5 Cox Hippiſtey, Eſq: 2. P. cis 
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COPY e Letter from Colne! Sir HENRY COSBY, 
| late commanding Trichinopoly. = 


SIR, | . street, May 26, 1791. 


I Am honoured with your letter of yeſterday's date, 
and can with great correctneſs ſubſcribe to the facts and 
opinions you haye ſtated in the memorandum of what 
you have aſſerted in the Houſe of Commons, reſpecting 
the protracted arrears to the Company's troops during 
te laſt war, and the incidental diſtreſſes occaſioned to 

every nden of the military in the Company's ſer- 


vice. 


I I ſhould ſuppoſe that the loweſt average of the arrears 
to the Company's native troops could not be leſs than 
twelve months, as many battalions were in arrear as far 
as fifteen and eighteen months; their neceſſities, from 
time to time, were relieyed by ſlender iſſues of money 
and grain ſcarcely ſufficient for their own wretched ex- 
iſtence, and rarely affording the leaſt relief to their fami- | 
lies; and theſe ſlender aids were . e by * 
private exertion of the ofßcers. | 


You 8 Sir, ho very truly ſtated how, 
lar, and what you juſtly call edious, diitinction in the iſ- 
ſues of pay to His Majeſty's and the Company's troops ; 
the former, I believe, never being in arrear of ſubſiſt- 
.ence, and always paid in gold; whilſt the Company's 
officers and ſepoys were obliged to receive very ſmall 

- payments, on account of arrears in the debaſed currency 
© _ of the ſouthern provinces, and often wade in grain at an 
9 valuation. 
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The heavy loſs incurred by the ſepoys, in conle- 
quence of ſuch payments, was the ſubje& of inceſſant 
repreſentations to me when in command, both in the 


field and garriſons, from the officers commanding bat- 
talions; and you have but rendered the juſtice ſtrictly 


due to thoſe officers when you ſay, © the ſpirit of mu- 


„ tiny excited by the preſſure of ſuch accuinulated 
« hardſhips was often ee by their meritorious ex- 
40 ertions.” . 


11 tb Boge, Sir, that yout very laudable purpoſe may 

have the attention juſtly due to it, and that a prevention 

of fimilee hn may be the reſult of your exertions, | 
I have the honour to be, &c. | 


„ = H. A. M. COSBY. 
F C. Hippiſtey, Cc. 


COPY of a Letter from KENELM DIGBY, Bi. late 
P aymaſter of the Southern Army in India. 


7 - wa” | Welbeck Street, May 29, 791. 


I Wiſh I could furniſh: you, agreeably to your re- 
queſt, with accurate official ſtatements of the arrears of 

the ſouthern army during the laſt war, as they were li- 
. quidated by me: but I cannot have immediate refer- 
ence to my papers beyond the few I incloſe. 
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The maſs of the army and ſouthern garriſons were 
certainly in arrear from 10 to 15 months: many corps, 
or parts of corps, as far as 20 months, and even more, 
European officers, as well as native officers and ſepoys. 
The mode of ultimate liquidation by certificated paper 

was a ſource of general diſcontent, and a heavy loſs to 
the troops. 54 R | 

Youre cant correct in ſtating the invidious diſ- 
tinction of payment between the King's and Company's 
troops, and the great loſs ſuſtained on the exchange, 

Which you will find alſo ſtated in the proceedings of , 
the Board of Officers held at Dindigal i in April, 1784, 8 
as well as in the later proceedings of General Horne at 
Trichinopoly. T 


1. certainly, Sir, cannot but agree with you, that if 
ſome effectual remedy is not applied to obviate in future 
the conſtructive partiality in the iſſues of pay to the 
King's and Company's troops, as well as to remedy the 
great loſs by exchange, and a certificated liquidation of 
_ arrears, the moſt ſerious 8 me be F. 


| juſtly apprehended.” k | 
; „ I have the We te . 5 
| |  KENELM DIGBY. : 
7. C. Hippiſiey, &c. 


| COPY of a Litter from J. C. HIPPISLEY, Ei. to 
Sr HENRY COSBY. 


3» & 2 Groſvenor Street June Tr 1791. 


1 Have the honour to bana to you copies of the 
© ſeveral reſolutions I yeſterday moved in the Houſe of 
Commons relative to the payment of the army in India. 
Previous to moving the reſolutions, I ſtated to the 
| Houſe the diſtinction which obtained in the laſt war (in 
the Southern provinces at leaſt, which fell more imme- 
diately under my own obſervation) between the iflues 
of pay to his Majeſty's troops and thoſe of the Com- 
pany,—the heavy loſs by exchange, to which the troops 
were after expoſed, —and finally, the grievous mode of 

liquidating their arrears by paper, inſtead of money. 
Having aſſured the Houſe that I had no wiſh to em- 
barraſs the executive Government, but merely to vin- 
dicate the juſt claims of the troops to ſome future ſecu- 
_ rity, I would very willingly withdraw the motions, if 
I could have any aſſurance of the object being obtained 
by any other means; and I have the pleaſure of in- 
forming you, that Mr. Dundas, in a converſation after 
the debate, gave me the fulleſt aſſurance that orders 
ſhould be ſent to the ſeveral preſidencies which might 
ſecure, as far as poſſible, the proviſions ſuggeſted in the 
reſolutions I had moved in the Houſe. Mr. Dundas 

requeſted me alſo to furniſh him with the ſeveral docu- 

ments in which I had founded the motions, and which 
I left in his hands. I am perſuaded, Sir, you muſt feel 
great ſatisfaction in having been inſtrumental, by your 
pointed teſtimony, in facilitating ſo deſirable an object, 
and will be happy in communicating to your friends in 


* ; 


CRY 


the ſervice the ready diſpoſition manifeſted by Mr. Dun- 
das to obviate any future cauſe of complaint on the 


ſubject of inadequate and partial payments to the 
Company's troops in times of public lkculty. 


+ Y + alan he: 
n ; J. c. HPpILey. g ® 


op *. a Letter from the Right Honourable HENRY 5 
 DUNDAS, one of His Majeſty's principal Secretaries 
P State, to F.C. HIPPISLEY, EG. 


Is "= FU the —_ which I have juſt . 
reſpecting the payment of the Company's troops: I 
did not think it proper to go farther in the public diſ- 
patch ; but in my letter to Lord Cornwallis, I propoſe 
to ſend him the papers you gave me, as alſo the cor- 
reſpondenee between you and Mr. Baring“; ſo that the 
whole + Hg with your 23 * be before 
him. 
l have the honour to be, Kc. 

JJ ogoeoonpDAs. 
F. C. Hippiſtey, oc. 


Extract 


4552 * 


a Extradt of a Letter __ Court of Directors, ot 
to Mr. HIPPISLEY by Mr. Secretary DUNDAS. . 


12 Before we quit: this ſubject, we think it right to 
obſerye to you, that the different modes of paying the 
King's and Company's troops has been introduced into 


a * 4 iſcuſſion in the Houſe of Commons, and the hardſhips 
experienced by the latter, both European and native, in 


this reſpect pointed out. On examination into this 
matter, we find the ſubſiſtence to the King's troops 
has been regularly paid two months in advance, While 
conſiderable arrears have been owing to bur own forces: 
we therefore direct that this grievance, for ſuch it cer- 
tainly is, be conſidered in the moſt ſerious manner by 
Lord Cornwallis, and that meaſures be taken by his 
Lordſhip for redreſſing it as far as the nature of the re- 
ſpective ſervices will admit; for it ſhould be held as a 
fundamental principle, that no part of the troops « em- 
ployed i in the ſame ſervice ſhould enjoy any advantage 
in regard to the mode or period of paying them, which 
1s not equally experienced by the other.” 


| Extratt of Military Letter of Court of Direttars to Fort 
St. George (per Canada) dated 4th Auguſt, 1791. 


„We apprehend, that whilſt the King's troops have 
been paid two months in advance during the laſt war, 
that ours have remained from twelve to twenty months 
in arrear ; and that whillt the King's troops were regu- 
larly paid in gold, purchaſed at a premium, the Com- 
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. 5 . add; That if arrears are Unstoidable the troops 

5 W underſtand that the liquidation of ſuch arrears 
1 will be in money, iſſued at a rate by which mee ſhall 
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